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Agenda

• Communication disabilities

• Formal, symbolic communicators

• Ways that people communicate

• Communication barriers

• Impact of barriers in everyday life
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Communication Disabilities 
• Half a million Canadians have disabilities that affect 

speech, language and communication.
• Communication disabilities can affect speech and / 

or understanding what others are saying.
• Having a disability in one area does not mean a 

disability in another area.
• A speech disability can result in unclear speech or 

little or no speech
• A language disability can result in how a person 

understands what is being said or how a person can 
express what they are thinking.
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Disabilities that affect communication 

Communication can be affected by many 
underlying disabilities.
• Life-long disabilities  
• Acquired disabilities 
• Obvious – Hidden / invisible disabilities 
• Mild – Severe disabilities 
• Multiple disabilities 
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Summary 
• Communication disabilities can mask capacity.
• There is a wide continuum of communication needs 

and people require different types and amounts of 
support.

• Without adequate communication supports people 
can experience serious barriers and consequences 
when exercising their legal capacity to control what 
happens in their lives. 

• People have a right to get the supports they require 
to make choices, express preferences and decisions 
that matter to them 
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